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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 


I am writing this on Purim, after returning from both the 
American Numismatic Association's National Money Show, 
held in Colorado Springs, and the Whitman Spring Expo in 
Baltimore. At the NMS, my Henrietta Szold exhibit, which 
includes a number of Hadassah and Youth Aliya medals, 
took third place in the very competitive History class. My 
exhibit *A Steller Type Set" took second place in the 
Sciences class, and it included a number of Israel and 
Hebrew medals concerning stars and space exploration. My 
feline paper money type set took first place in Geography. 
In Baltimore, my exhibit on Paleo-Hebrew on Israel's coins 
and medals won first place. I wrote about this specialty in 
the March-April, 1992 issue of The Sheke/, but it may be time 
for an update. 


I bought a number of items at these shows, though not 
much in the way of Judaica. My best Judaica purchase was 
on eBay. After years of searching, I found a Dutch fantasy 
100 shekels King David (Unusual World Coins catalog 
number Х8), so now my collection of these pieces 1$ 
complete (see my articles in the Jan-Feb 2013 and Oct.-Dec. 
2017 issues of The Shekel), at least, as fat as known pieces. 
These fantasy coins will be included in the new AINA 
catalog of Israel coins. I am on the verge of completing the 
introductions and trade coins to send to reviewets, and 
hope to get that to members who want a copy by June. 


Simcha Kuritzky 


CANADIAN JEWISH-RELATED MEDALS BY DORA 
DE PÉDERY HUNT 


By Ira Rezak 


Dora de Pédery Hunt (1913-2008), a Hungarian-born 
immigrant to Canada after World War II, became a 
distinguished, prolific, and much honored medallic artist in 
het adopted homeland. Though Бег art often reflected her 
Catholic upbringing and faith, she produced a significant 
number of works of Jewish or biblical interest. This brief 
article will focus on those medals by Dora Hunt that may be 
considered “Judaic”. 


Dora de Pédery Hunt, Self-Portrait,1974, 85x78 mm. 


I got to know Dora personally some fifty years ago; how 
that actually came about is worth recalling. Early in 1974, І 
acquired a book titled Medals by Ms. Hunt and Elizabeth 
Frey which listed and illustrated 55 medals the artist had by 
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then produced. One issued іп 1966 was entitled “Маг Bar 
Mitzvah Medal” and was of obvious interest to a collector 
of Jewish medals, so I inquired of the artist whether it might 
be possible to acquire a copy. Weeks passed without a 
response. However, some months later I presented a lecture 
to an AINA gathering scheduled in April 1974 during a 
meeting of the second annual Greater New York Coin 
Convention. Already at the lectern less than a minute before 
the talk was to begin, I saw a tall and dignified woman 
approach the podium who, with neither a word or even a 
glance upward in my direction, laid a bronze Mark’s Bar 
Mitzvah Medal at my feet turned around and resumed her 
seat in the audience (see cover illustration). 


Thus, Dora introduced herself in a characteristically 
charming way...we were to remain good friends thereafter 
until her passing away decades later. In 1975 we again met 
at the FIDEM (Federation Internationale de la Medaille) 
conference in Krakow; she served as the Canadian delegate 
and I attended as one of only two Americans present, the 
other being Ed Rochette. In succeeding years there were 
other FIDEM Congresses and I also had occasion to visit 
the artist many times in her apartment/studio in Toronto 
while she, in turn, visited with me in New York. It's 
probably also worth mentioning that, in 2003 as a member 
of the American Numismatic Society's Saltus Committee, I 
played a part in Dora's receipt of the prestigious J. Sanford 
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Saltus medal awarded to her for “lifetime achievement in 
medallic art”. 


Photo: Dora Hunt & Ira Rezak at the American Numismatic 
Society, 2003. 


Dora de Pédery was born and raised in Budapest within a 
cultivated family where music and the arts were emphasized. 
After considering a variety of other careers, she enrolled in 
the Hungarian University School of Fine Arts, trained under 
the distinguished medallist, Jozsef Remenyi, and earned a 
master's degree in sculpture. Resident in various cities in 
East and West Germany from 1944-1948, Dora was 
employed transiently and opportunistically in diverse 
occupations even after her migration to Canada in 1948 and 
marriage in 1949. She, however, endeavored to paint and 
sculpt privately, and by the 1950s had come to focus 
primarily on medals. 
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The medallic style she developed owed much to the 
expressionist tradition, featuring as 1t did boldly rendered 
portraiture, expressive letter forms, and the frequent use of 
irregular medallic outlines, often with elements of the 
images deliberately protruding beyond the normal bounds 
of the planchet. All of these elements were conveniently 
applicable to her preferred technique of modelling in clay 
and casting in bronze. 


She also modeled medals, awards, and decorations destined 
to be die-struck; indeed, she gained national prestige by 
modeling the mature portrait of Queen Hlizabeth that was 
featured on Canadian coinage and official medals struck at 
the Royal Canadian Mint. In all, Dora Hunt (she retained 
her husband's family name even after divorcing in 1961) 
produced more than 500 medals spanning a career of more 
than fifty years. Besides representing Canada internationally 
at FIDEM and her singular recognition by the American 
Numismatic Society, she was elected to many honorific 
societies including the Canadian Academy of Arts, The 
Sculptor's Society of Canada, and the Hungarian Society of 
Applied Art. 


Turning now to Jewish-related wotks produced by Dora 
Hunt, it's fair to say that the majority consist of portrait 
plaques, one of her preferred formats. Several of these were 
commissioned for specific occasions. In this category 1s the 
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medal of Paul Ehrlich, winner of the Nobel Prize for 
Physiology or Medicine in 1908, which has a reverse 
schematically representing an antigen-antibody reaction and 
was distributed to participants at the First International 
Congress of Immunology at Washington in 1971. 


"UA eec hr IO 
Paul Ehrlich, First International Congress of Immunology, 
1971, 70х60 mm. 


Similarly, a medal of Karl Landsteiner, the discoverer of the 
major blood groups, and also a Nobel Prize recipient (in 
1930), was a souvenir for attendees at the 6" International 
Congress of Immunology held in Toronto in 1986. Its 
reverse shows a stylized version of the CN (Canadian 
National) Tower blended with an image of Canada's 
symbolic maple leaf. 
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Karl Landsteiner, Sixth International Congress of Immunology, 


1986, 72x68 mm. 


Yet a third Austrian-born immunologist, Dr. Bernhard 
Cinader was commemorated on a Dora Hunt portrait medal 
of 1994; this piece is uniface and bears no specific reference 
to the $5,000 Cinader prize for immunological research of 
the University of Toronto that had been founded in 1987. A 
fourth Jewish Doctor, Jack Hildes, who dedicated his life to 
the health of the indigenous peoples of Canada, is the 
subject of a medal first made made in 1987 and thereafter 
awarded annually by the Canadian Society for Circumpolar 
Health. 'The reverse side of this award evokes the vast and 
mostly empty tundra of the Canadian north by placing three 
reindeer forms irregularly within the medallic field which is, 
atypically, largely vacant. 


Jack Hildes, Cun Society for Circumpolar Health, 1987, 


80 mm. 
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Bernhard Cinader, 1994, 72x64 mm. 


Portraits of other famous scientists, seemingly unassociated 
with formal awards, appear to have been created by Hunt 
privately rather than being commissioned, possibly in the 
expectation that they would in future be used for some 
official purpose or, alternatively, in the hope of commercial 
sales because of the subjects' distinction. Several of these 
were also Nobel Prize winners, though not in medicine. 
John C. Polanyi, born in Berlin of Jewish Hungarian 
parents, and winner of the 1986 Nobel Prize for Chemistry 
appears on a uniface medal dated 1987. Ontario Universities 
instituted prizes in honor of Polanyi for doctoral level 
reseatch in multiple scientific fields some two decades after 
the above-described uniface medal was created, so it is 
unlikely that the medal and prizes are connected. 
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John C. Polanyi, 1987, 83x80 mm. 


Hans Selye, an endocrinologist famed for the study of 
stress, was born in Vienna to Austro-Hungatian parents and 
grew up in Slovakia in a Hungarian speaking environment 
before migrating first to the USA and then to Canada. 
Though of Jewish descent (his grandfather was called 
Schlesinger) like almost all of the previously named 
Hungarian Jews, he came from an assimilated, irreligious 
family and left Europe for America in 1933 about the time 
that the Nazis took power in Germany. Though nominated 
many times, Selye nevet received a Nobel Prize. Even more 
marginal Jewishly is Gerhard Herzberg, a German chemist 
from an allegedly atheistic family in Hamburg who won the 
Nobel Prize in 1971. In any case, he fled Germany in 1933 
because he had an overtly Jewish wife. Dora Hunt's medal 
of Herzberg is dated 1987 and though prominently noting 


11 Continued 


Continued 


his Nobel award it seems to have had no specific award 
function. 


Hans Selye, 1977, 90x84 mm. 


It will be obvious that those so far mentioned as subjects of 
Hunt's medallic portraiture were eminent and much 
honored scientists who were foreign born, most having 
otiginated in Austro-Hungatian lands but later in life having 
settled in Canada. The last of Hunt's scientific subjects 
depicts the most famous of all 20" Century Jews... Albert 
Einstein, but does not at all fit the preceding set of criteria. 
The uniface Einstein medal, though dated 1989, represents 
him at age 53 which he would have been in 1932. Einstein 
had received the 1921 Nobel Prize in physics which would 
seem to have qualified him as a medallic subject for Dora 
Hunt, but why she chose to depict him at age 53 1s entirely 
unclear. 
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Albert Einstein, 1989, 83x80 mm. 


Another exceedingly familiar Jewish hero, Theodore Herzl, 
is the subject of a Hunt medal issued in 1997 that is 
inscribed simply on the reverse side as commemorating the 
First Zionist Congress which had taken place in Basel a 
century earlier. Though liberties were taken with the 
background scenery, Herzl is portrayed as he appears in the 
iconic photo of him looking out from a balcony. 
Interestingly, the element of his anatomy breaking the 
natural outline of the medal’s borders and thus emphasized, 
are his hands... perhaps this is meant to characterize Herzl 
as a doer rather than as a thinker for many of the images of 
scientists we have previously seen showed their heads as 
eccentric to the medallic outline, perhaps suggesting that 
their achievements were the result of thought. Of all the 
portraits listed previously, this piece appears the most likely 
to have been conceived for a broader audience, for a 
potentially commercial market. It’s a handsome medal - that 
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itis not mote commonly seen in the market, may relate to 
its original issue price which, like that for all individually cast 
specimens, would have been far higher that for common 
die-struck medals. 


Theodore Herzl, 1997, 99x93 mm. 


А couple of early privately commissioned portraits are of 
the brothers Robert and Eric Bick in 1966. Robert is shown 
as a teen-aged youth playing a flute while Eric is seen as a 
younger child portrayed more conventionally in a profile 
view. Note has already been made of the Bar Mitzvah medal 
which, symbolically, pictures a kippah, tefillin for the head, 
and a torah scroll while also incorporating the initials MW, 
an abbreviation for Mark Waxer. Though the presumed bar 
mitzvah date, 1966, appears on Ше medal’s face, the edge is 
insctibed: *Hunt 65", which 1s mote likely the date of the 
medal’s sculpture. Hunt produced another Bar Mitzvah 
medal, this more traditionally associating the torah scroll 
with a tree (an "ez hayim’’), though again, somewhat 
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incongruously, zefillin and tallesim hang from the tree's 
branches. This uniface medal, with a convex structute, 1$ 
undated but is likely also from 1965-6 since the torah scroll 
15 virtually identical to that on the former medal; perhaps it 
was an earlier model rejected by the Waxers. 


Bar Mitzvah, (21966), 77mm. 
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The motif of a flourishing tree, as seen above, is also found 
on many of Hunt's medals of the 1960s among them several 
situated in the Garden of Eden. Among these 15 one dated 
1967 titled “Adam and Eve in Moonlight” featuring the 
couple handling the forbidden fruit in front of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil, beneath a crescent moon. 


A 


dam & Eve in Moonlight, 1967, 60x60 mm. 
Shalom, Peace, Salaam, 1994, 102x90 mm. 


One more cast bronze medal, of 1994, may be included 
here. While more general than specifically Jewish, it is 
inscribed “Shalom”, along with “Peace” and “Salaam” and 
depicts a dove flying out of a barbed wire entrapment, its 
wingtips also escaping the strict rotundity of a normal 
circular medallic planchet. 


Finally, a work undoubtedly Jewish, cast bronze, patinated 
and with its image rendered in bas relief. Because of its size 


and a shape not consistent with that of conventionally 
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produced medals it would better be termed an irregularly 
shaped plaque. This piece, unusually and dramatically, 
depicts Moses tightly almost violently clasping the Tablets 
of the Law. The figure of Moses less than completely 
coveted by his robe, indeed appearing somewhat disheveled, 
is far from a typical view of Moshe Rabbeinu. I'm 
particularly fond of it, however, both because it depicts our 
leadet as passionately embracing the Tablets of the Law and 
because he clearly has his head in the clouds but his feet on 
the ground. Moses 15 depicted as fully engaged with God's 
word while relating simultaneously both to Heaven and to 
Barth. 


Dora de Pédery Hunt, engraved signature. 


Summing up, I'd venture to describe Dora Hunt's medallic 
sculptures as invariably vigorous and engaging. Subjects 
wete not for het, to be posed as classically serene figures, 
nor within conventional symbolic settings, remote from 
reality. Rather the personalities she chose to represent and 
obviously admired, boldly show evidence of their 
individuality. Their images retain evidence of having been 
modelled by a creator capable of using her forceful 
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technique to convey an impressive sense of the individual 
dynamism that underlay their achievement. mJ 


P. 


p ed. 
t 


Moses, 1962, 300x170 mm. 


18 


MEDALS AND BADGES OF JEWISH 
ORGANIZATION OF VETERANS OF WORLD WAR 
IL IN THE POST-SOVIET SPACE 


By Dr. Vladimir Bernshtam 


Jews took an active part in the fight against the Nazis. It is 
estimated that “at least 1.4-1.5 million Jews fought in the 
armies of the anti-Hitler coalition, including 556,000 in the 
US Army and 501,000 in the ranks of the Armed Forces of 
the USSR. Hundreds of thousands of Jewish soldiers died, 
more than 350,000 were wounded, one in three was 
seriously injured" (Wikipedia). Jewish veteran organizations 
in the United States have existed for many years and issue 
their own badges and medals [1]. There were never any 
organizations of Jewish war veterans in the Soviet Union, 
and the role of Jewish participation in the resistance to 
Nazism was hushed up. After the collapse of the USSR, the 
life of Jewish communities was revived in the post-Soviet 
space. Various organizations have emerged, in particular, 
Jewish societies of World War II veterans have emerged, 
some of which issue special badges and medals for their 
members. 


In this article, the author describes the objects of phaleristic 
Judaica of the post-Soviet space known to him, produced by 
organizations of Jewish veterans of the Second World War. 
Unfortunately, for most of the items mentioned below, it 
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was not possible to obtain the information necessaty to fully 
describe them. However, the author believes that even a 
simple listing of badges and medals will be useful for 
collecting and studying badges and medals of Jewish 
otganizations in the post-Soviet space. 


«войны 
(е 
/ 
(2 
Е 
o 
a 
o 
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Fig. 1, Special badge issued. 
1. The St. Petersburg public organization of Jewish 
disabled war veterans was organized in the fall of 1991. 
For the tenth anniversary of the organization, a special 
badge was issued (Fig. 1), which, in addition to the name of 
the organization, contains the inscription in Hebrew 210 970 
(congratulations). Members of the organization collected 
memories of Jewish front-line soldiers, ghetto prisoners, 
partisans, defenders of the besieged Leningrad, and 
published them in a three-volume "Book of the Living." 
They provided materials for the "Book of Memory," 
published by the Union of Jewish Disabled and Veterans of 
the War, led by the Hero of the Soviet Union Moisey 
Maryanovsky. Additionally, they curated a museum 
exhibition dedicated to the involvement of Jews in the wat, 
the Holocaust, and the siege of Leningrad. Together with 


20 Continued 


Continued 


the Hesed Abraham organization, they organize medical and 
social assistance to veterans in need [2]. 


2. The Latvian Association of Jewish Veterans of the 
Second World War was organized in 1992. At the time of 
the creation of the association of veterans, there were 760 
wat veterans. Members of the association donated materials 
and documents that they had preserved to the funds of the 
museum “Jews of Latvia", gave lectures and memoirs in 
various audiences and in the media. In cooperation with the 
Russian Embassy, veterans took part in caring for the graves 
of soldiers who died in the fight against Nazism and in the 
procedure for reburial of remains. The association worked 
in contact with veterans' organizations in Latvia, Israel and 
the USA. The association also provided social assistance to 
veterans. In 2006, it consisted of 250 people living in Riga, 
Daugavpils, Liepaja, Jurmala and other cities. By 2017, the 
association had about 25 people, most of whom, due to age 
and health, did not participate in the work of the society, 
and after the death of chairman Zinovy Segal in January 
2017, the association practically ceased to exist. The 
Association occupied a room in the house of the Riga 
Jewish Community, st. Skolas, 6. During its existence, three 
Chairmen of the association were replaced. Sholom Balkin 
served from 1992-2000; Semyon Shvets (1919-2007) served 
from 2002—2007; and Zinovy Segal (1923-2017) served 
from 2008-2017. 'To mark the tenth anniversary of the 
organization's founding, an anniversary medal was issued 
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(Fig. 2 and 3). The medal is made of yellow metal. Its 
diameter is 38 mm, thickness 2 mm, weight 26.52 g. It is 
interesting to note that although the organization was called 
the Association of Jewish Veterans of the Second World 
War, the dates “1941 - 1945" are placed on the medal, te. 
the dates of the beginning and end of the USSR's 
participation in the war with Germany and Japan, which in 
the Soviet Union received the name “Great Patriotic War". 
On the obverse of the medal there is an inscription in 
Latvian: “The Latvian Association of Jewish Veterans of the 
Second World War is 10 years old." On the reverse there is 
an inscription in Yiddish and Russian: “10 years of the 
Latvian Association of Jewish Veterans of the Second 
World War." 


Fig. 2 and Fig. 3, Anniversary medal. 
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3. The Union of Disabled Jews and War Veterans 
(SEIWV) was created on June 30, 1999. It is a public 
association that includes people who took part in the fight 
against fascism during the Second World War in the armed 
forces, partisan detachments, internal affairs agencies, state 
security and other organizations. SEIWV aims to unite the 
efforts of Jewish WWII veterans in the fight against the revival 
of fascism and anti-Semitism, restore the truth about the 
participation of Jewish soldiers in the Great Patriotic War and 
perpetuate the memory of Jewish soldiers who died during the 
war. One of the main tasks of the Union is also the 
publication of the “Book of Memory” of fallen Jewish 
soldiers. The founder of the Union and its long-term leader 
was Hero of the Soviet Union Moisei Maryanovsky (1919— 
2005). After Maryanovsky's death, the Union was headed by 
his widow, Marina Pilipenko. The Moscow Mint issued a 
badge of this organization (Fig. 4). 


Fig. 4, Badge. 
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4. “Unidentified medal.” 

Recently, the American collector Ira Rezak sent me a 
photograph of a medal of a veteran of the Great Patriotic War 
(Fig. 5) (the fact that this 15 not a World War П veteran can be 
judged by the dates 1941 - 1945). Unfortunately, the author 
does not know the origin of this medal. Its relation to the Jews 
is unmistakable because of the six-pointed Star of David and 
the word "n". The author is aware of medals of veterans of 
other wars made in the same design. 


Fig. 5, Veteran medal. 
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The author of the article asks readers who know about other 
medals and badges of Jewish organizations of World War П 
veterans operating in the territory of the former USSR or 
additional information about the items described in this article 
to contact its author at: fnbern@gmail.com. The author thanks 
them in advance for this. 


In conclusion, the author would like to thank the Riga Jewish 
Community for the information provided and Ira Rezak for the 
photograph of the medal. m 
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MIRIAM KAROLY AND ISRAEL’S ICONIC 5-LIROT 
MENORAH COIN 


By Aaron Oppenheim, N.L.G. 


Miriam Karoly was born on May 3, 1925 in Vienna into the 
Kluger family. As a little girl, she wanted to become a ballet 
dancer, so her parents enrolled her in ballet training at the 
Vienna State Opera. In 1939, together with her patents and 
brother, she made aliyah to Palestine. Her parents decided 
that she should become an engineer like her father and 
brother. However, she preferred to pursue art. She studied 
graphics and drawing in Haifa with Aharon Meiselman and 
focused on landscape painting and graphics. She won 
competitions fort the design of the emblems of city of Acre 
and the port of Haifa. 


re 


Miriam Karoly as artist and sculptor. 
She was particularly interested in biblical letters and motifs, 


and became the first woman to design stamps for Israel 
Post. She also won poster competitions, and her talent 
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turned to numismatics with the nascent creation of the 
Israel Government Coins and Medals Corporation. 


D31nn 797 
IN wn 


Left to right: 1961 Poster featuring Chanukah 
coins, Israeli Postal Stamps, 10% Anniversary Poster designed by 
M. Karoly 


1958 10 Anniversary Menorah 5 Lirot silver coin (both reverse & 
obverse by Miriam Karoly). 


This article focuses on Miriam Karoly's first coin, the only 
coin which she designed all three sides (!). Arguably, the 


most evocative early coin is the iconic 1958 10" anniversary 
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issue which began the annual Independence Day silver 
coins. The Menorah depicted is of modern style, 
reminiscent of the seven-branch Holy Temple menorah. 
(The celebrated Chanukah menorah came much later and 
has eight branches, commemorating the oil jug found at the 
Temple during the Hasmonean victory in the 34 century 
BCE. The oil sufficient for just one day miraculously burned 
eight days long). This menorah design was adopted as the 
logo for the Israel Government Coins & Medals Corp. 


ISRAEL GOVERNMENT COINS AND MEDALS 
CORPORATION LTD 

Head Office: 5 Ahad Ha'am Street, Jerusalem, Israel 
Tel Aviv showroom: 3 Mendele Street 


It was struck at the Utrecht mint in the Netherlands as 
Uncirculated (mintage 97,860) and a Proof version (mintage 
2,000) for collectors. Unlike coins minted later, there is no 
distinguishing Hebrew mintmark “men? for meyuchad ог 
mekushat (proof). The weight is 25 grams of .900 silver and 
measures 34mm in diameter. The coin exhibits proof 
characteristics from polished dies, a mirror-like surface with 
frosted devices. This was the only coin for which Karoly 
designed both obverse and reverse. 


The following two yeats (1959 & 1960) she is credited with 
only the obverse, requiring simply a date change. Note that 
оБуегзе refers to the side of the coin beating the numetic 
denomination, not the mote prominent design. 
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Left to right: 1959 119 Anniversary Ingathering of Exiles (obverse 

- denomination side by Miriam Karoly); 1960 12" Anniversary 

Herzl Centenary (obverse — denomination side by Miriam Karoly) 
Only the dates are different [Images from PCGS]. 


The 5 Lirot coin series (1958-1967) are produced on a thick 
planchet, concave on both obverse and reverse. They also 
have an edge inscription in Hebrew. Miriam Karoly 
designed the 1958 Menorah coin with a raised inscription 
reading “Tenth year of the State of Israel”. Subsequent years 
adopted an incuse edge inscription. 


Left to right: Raised edge inscription of 1958 coin, and incuse edge 
inscription after 1958. 


Several years ago, I came upon three black-and-white 
photos of the original clay or plasters from which the 
minting dies are created. Apparently, they were personal 
property of Miriam Karoly, as she signed each photo. The 
middle photo has the name of the recipient followed by 
“from the designer” and her signature. 
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Photographs of plaster models for the 1958 Menorah coin, signed 
by Miriam Karoly. 


Other coins she designed were the obverse only 
(denomination side) of the 1960 Degania 1 Lira, and 1960 
Gold Herzl 20 Lirot, and 1962 Gold Weizmann 50 & 100 


Lirot. 
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Some of the popular medals designed by Miriam Karoly are 


shown below: 


Left to right: 1962 Hadassah Hospital; 1962 Shavit Rocket. 


Left to right: 1962 Synagogues Council; 1962 American Jewish 
Congress. 


Left to right: 1962 Harp Competition 1964 Israel Festival. 
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Left to right: 1963 Israel Festival 1964; Terra Sancta. 


Not much information is to be found online about M. 
Karoly’s work after the early 196075. It is rather upsetting to 
learn that due to her husband's serious health condition, 
Miriam Karoly and her husband decided to commit suicide 
together on February 17, 1994 in Haifa (Wikipedia). пи 
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SCHOLARS IN THREE COUNTRIES WIN THE 2024 
SHEKEL PRIZE 


Mel Wacks, President Emeritus of the American Israel 
Numismatic Association, has announced that the winners of 
the 2024 Shekel Prize are Ше co-authors of “The Yehud 
Coinage” — a comprehensive work weighing in at over 6 
pounds and 832 pages. The die study was originally carried 
out by Jean-Philippe Fontanille, with commentary by Dr. 
Haim Gitler and Catharine Lorber. Gitler, Lorber and 
Fontanille are residents of Israel, the United Staes and 
Canada, respectively. 


A Yehud coin was first published in 1814 by Taylor 
Combs, Keeper of Coins and Antiquities at the British 
Museum, featuring a mysterious seated male figure on a 
winged wheel. Interestingly, no other example of this type 
has ever been discovered. 


The volume, published by the Israel Numismatic Society, 
presents a die study of the provincial silver coinage of Judah 
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in the late Persian, Macedonian, and early Hellenistic 
petiods, ranging from about 350 — 262 BCE. It offers 
precise descriptions of the coins, their designs, and their 
inscriptions; enumerates the obverse and reverse dies 
identified for each of the 44 recorded types; and explains 
the probable sequence of the issues as deduced from 
iconographic associations and die links. The iconography of 
the coin types is examined in depth, with compatisons to 
motifs in Greek, Persian, and ancient Near Eastern art, 
including other local coinages and sources in Judahite 
material culture. The monograph also analyzes data relating 
to the metrology, metal content, and circulation of the 
coinage. Overall, the study attempts to place the Yehud 
coinage in its historical context and to define its role in the 
economy of the ancient province of Judah. “The Yehud 
Coinage” is available on Amazon for $150. 


The Shekel Prize Committee also awarded a Special 
Commendation to Dr. Howard Berlin, author of a definitive 
study “The Palestine Currency Board, Its History and 
Finances.” This book traces the need and development for a 
native Palestine currency, culminating with the formation of 
the Palestine Currency Board which administered the 
Palestine Mandate's new monetaty system. Unlike Britain's 
imperial pound-shilling-pence monetary system, the newly 
cteated Palestine pound was a decimal system divided into 
1,000 mils and used the British pound sterling as its anchor 
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currency. Established June 15, 1926, the Palestine Currency 
Board remained in effect for 26 years until it was dissolved 
on March 31, 1952, neatly four years after the State of Israel 
was established on May 14, 1948. 'The softcovet version is 
available on Amazon for $40.95. 


Cata 1 


The rarest 100 Palestine banknote (1927 100 pounds) 
was sold in an auction in England in 2022 for £140,000 
($173,000). Less than 10 are known to exist. пи 
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SCALE WEIGHT BUY PROVIDES HISTORY 
By Thomas Cohn 
Courtesy of Coin World 


While most of my purchases ate intriguing low-budget 
items, [ occasionally spend more for a truly special piece. 
My recent purchase of an ancient Judaean four gerah scale 
weight falls into that latter category. Judah was the biblical 
southern Jewish kingdom in the Holy Land. The weight was 
offered as lot 442 in the Archaeological Center's 75% 
auction, held on October 2. The Tel Aviv-based business is 
operated by Dr. Robert Deutsch, a well-respected 
archaeologist, epigrapher, antiquities dealer, and 
numismatist. 
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Weight next to a chickpea. 


I was captivated by the weight's biblical connection. The 
weight system described in the Torah (Five Books of 
Moses) and used in Judah until the end of the First Temple 
Period (586 BCE) was that of the shekel and gerah. Аз 
Exodus 30:13 records, “The shekel is 20 gerahs.” Before the 
invention of coinage in the seventh century BCE, pieces of 
silver ingots and jewelry were used as money by weight. 


The weight is a polished symmetrical limestone dome with a 
flat base. This style of weight is dated to c. 800 BCE — 586 
BCE based on archeological finds from the territory of 
ancient Judah, including in Jerusalem, Lachish, and Arad. 


The weight is inscribed on top of the dome with four 
vertical lines, the Egyptian notation for the number “4,” 
indicating its denomination, four gerahs. Some Judaean 
weights were inscribed using Paleo-Hebrew, an ancient 
Hebrew script, while others used Egyptian hieratic 
markings, an expression of the close economic ties between 


Judah and Egypt. 


The Judaean shekel of this era weighed on average 11.4 
grams, but weights are known to correspond to a shekel 
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ranging from about 10.0 grams to 13.5 grams. While some 
of that variability can be attributed to honest variation in 
production, some can likely be attributed to fraud. 


The Torah not only forbids the use of false weights but also 
forbids owning them. Аз stated in Deuteronomy 25:13-15, 
“You shall not have in your pouch a weight and a weight — а 
large one and a small one. А perfect and honest weight shall 
you have.” Fittingly, the Hebrew word for a “weight” is 
“‘еруей,” which means a “stone.” 


At 2.03 grams, this four gerah weight is light, corresponding 
to a shekel of 10.15 grams. Concerned about the biblical 
prohibition, I consulted my Rabbi. He explained that the 
prohibition of owning a false weight only applies in cases 
where there is even a remote chance of using the weight in 
commetce. Since ancient scale weights are not current and 
there is no chance of using them for commerce, they are 
permitted to own. 


With that information, I proceeded to place my winning bid 
of $650 hammer, which came to $827 after commission and 
fees. This weight had a small chip on one of the lines, but I 
liked its overall appearance better than that of the prior lot, 
a four gerah weight with encrustation that sold for $850 
hammer. 
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Judge Adler left and the author (wearing the Cornell 2016 
shirt/second from the right) with friends enjoying a Saturday night 
Cornell Ice Hockey game in Ithaca, NY. Dec 6, 2014. 


The weight I purchased was pedigreed to the collection of 
Judge Stephen (Steve) Adler, who served a 13-yeat term as 
the president of Israel's labor court. After retiring from the 
labor court, Adler returned to his alma mater, Cornell 
Univetsity, to teach a course in the School of Industrial 
Labor Relations. As an undergraduate at Cornell, from 
2013-2017, I met Judge Adler through the university's 
Orthodox Jewish community. Only recently did I discover 
that Judge Adler is also a well-known collector of 
antiquities, particularly oil lamps. I contacted Judge Alder to 
reconnect and ask him about the four gerah weight. He told 


39 Continued 


Continued 


me that he purchased it around 1977-1985 from “the 
famous wholesale dealer, Yoav Sasson.” He added that 
Sasson had purchased it from an “Arab middleman” and 
that items like this weight generally came from the “Hebron 
Hills area.” 


In light of the current war between Israel and the barbaric 
terrorist organizations that deny Israel's right to exist, I am 
especially proud to have in my collection this tiny reminder 
of the Jewish people's ancient connection to the Holy Land. 
Ш 
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2023 JEWISH-AMERICAN HALL OF FAME MEDALS 
COMMEMORATE PHOTOGRAPHER, ARTIST, 
INVENTOR, AND EXPLORER SOLOMON 
CARVALHO 


E 
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The 54" medal in the Jewish-American Hall of Fame series 
honors Solomon Nunes Carvalho, who was born in 1815 in 
Charleston, South Carolina into a Sephardic family. His 
ancestors were expelled from Spain in 1492. Carvalho was 
an early photographer, a talented artist, an inventor, author 
and explorer. 


Carvalho was a board member of the Philadelphia Hebrew 
Education Society from 1849—1850, and the following yeat, 
he became a member of New York's historic Congregation 
Shearith Israel, 


In 1853, Colonel John C. Frémont, invited Carvalho to 
accompany him as official photographer, as he attempted to 
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prove that a central route near the thirty-eighth parallel 
would be the best path for a planned transcontinental 
railroad. During the trip, despite the frigid weather which 
made chemical combinations difficult, Carvalho made near 
daily daguerreotype portraits of expedition members, the 
Native Americans they met, and the landscapes. Tragically, 
all but one of the nearly 300 daguerreotypes taken by 
Carvalho during the Frémont expedition were lost in a fire. 


Solomon Carvalho would nearly die on that trip of scurvy, 
starvation and frostbite, but kindly Mormons in Utah 
helped to nurse him back to health. Carvalho eventually 
reached Los Angeles, where he helped its small Jewish 
community to organize the Hebrew Benevolent Society. 


After the American Civil War, Carvalho moved his family to 
New York City, but cataracts impaired his continuing 
portrait work, and would ultimately blind him. He became 
an inventor, and received two patents for steam 


superheating in 1877 and 1878. 


The Solomon Carvalho medals are trapezoidal shaped, 2 
inches diameter, just like nearly all other medals in the 
series. No more than 100 bronze, 75 silver-plated and 35 
gold-plated serial numbered medals will be made and 
offered for contributions of $35, $100 and $145 
respectively, plus $10 for shipping. Money raised will help 
fight antisemitism. To order, call (818) 225-1348. пи 


42 


FANTASY EINSTEIN ВАМКМОТЕ$ 
By Mel Wacks 


Test banknotes are used to test printing presses, and are 
also distributed to show off the wotk of a given bank note 
company. Other popular collectibles are fantasy banknotes 
with “0” denominations. Here are some examples featuring 
Albert Einstein; these Fantasy Banknotes are generally 
available at modest prices on eBay. 
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De La Rue, Basingstoke, England. 


Germany, 2020. 
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Kamberra, France, 2022. [y 
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THE TOKEN AND MEDAL SOCIETY 


Publishes a bimonthly journal, has a library available to 
members, and an annual meeting at the ANA. 


TAMS and AINA jointly sponsor the Ben Odesser Award for 
the Best Article in The Shekel. 


Dues are $30 (U.S.), $42 (Canada) and $60 (Other Foreign). 


Send to: TAMS, c/o Mark Lighterman, 5224 W. State Rd 46, 
No. 408, Sanford, FL 32771. 


Guide to Biblical Coins (6th ed.) 
by David Hendin 

Forty-five years after its liest edition, Hendin ha» revised. 
and updated this book to reflect relevant discoveries 


in archaeology and mumismatics of ancient letal The 
metallurgy of hadean coina symbols on Hasmonean coms. 


Binicar Coins 


the Hasmonesn coin chronology, Herodian mints, irregular 
issues, the Jewish War, and com denominations are only 3 
few of the topics that Hendin has updated. New to the sixth 
edition is numismatic information about the Kingdom of 
Adiabene, the Ituracan Kingdom, the Roman Gowrnors of 
Syria, and coins with images of 084 Testament stories, 
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Since Chester Krause 
began Numismatic News 
in 1952, it has been the top 
choice for hobby news and 
information for coin and 
paper money collectors 
from around the world. 
Since its founding, Krause 
and his publishing partners 
also launched World Coin News 
and Bank Note Reporter, each 
serving a different segment of 
the numismatic hobby. We are 
proud to still bring you these 
cornerstone publications 

so many decades later. 


Numismatic News, produced 32 times per 
year, is filled with auction reports, current 
events, upcoming auctions and hobby 
happenings, U.S. coin pricing, reader letters, 
history lessons and important information on 
fakes and forgeries. 


World Coin News is dedicated to bringing you 
the latest news about coins produced from 
around the globe. From extensive auction 
coverage and new issue reports, to history 
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lessons from A to Z and coin news from around 
the world, it’s all here. 12 monthly issues are 
packed from cover to cover. 


Bank Note Reporter is published 12 times 
per year. With news from the U.S. and around 
the world, it’s collector’s preferred bank note 
publication. In addition to auction coverage, 
new discoveries, oddities, and monthly 
collector showcases, a monthly U.S. price 
guide is included in each issue. 


Order your subscription(s) today at 
www.numismaticnews.net/magazines 


Numismatic News, World Coin News, Bank Note Reporter are published by Active Interest Media, Inc. 
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